
South Galway – Gort Lowlands Flood 
Relief Scheme

Public Consultation Day
Thursday 3rd May 2018
3:00pm to 9:00pm

Sullivan’s Royal Hotel, The Square, Gort, Co. Galway

What’s next?

All of the feedback submitted before the Friday 12th May 2018 will be considered by Galway County 
Council for the Feasibility Stage of the South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme. This will 
inform the development of the Preferred Flood Risk Management Option for the Gort Lowlands. The next 
stages of the Environmental Impact Assessment and Scheme Design are as follows:

Stage Environmental Impact Assessment Scheme Design

Stage 1: 
Feasibility & Preferred Option 
Selection

•	 Constraints Study (this stage)
•	 Screening for Appropriate 

Assessment         

•	 Hydrology Study & Hydraulic 
Modelling 

•	 Site Investigations 
•	 Flood Risk Assessments 
•	 Flood Risk Management Options 
•	 Cost Benefit Analysis 
•	 Selection of Preferred Option

Stage 2: 
Environmental Assessment & 
Planning (including Public Exhibition)

•	 Environmental Assessment of 
Viable Options 

•	 Appropriate Assessment
•	 Environmental Impact Statement

•	 Subject to the identification of 
a cost beneficial and publicly 
accepted scheme (Preferred 
Option), Ministerial Consent will 
be sought to proceed with a 
public exhibition of the scheme 
(in accordance with the Arterial 
Drainage Acts).

Stage 3: 
Detailed design, tender process & 
award of construction contract

•	 Environmental Design •	 Construction Contract
•	 Documents will be prepared 

subject to Ministerial Confirmation.

Where Can I Get Information / Contact Us?
The Communications Co-Ordinator for the Scheme can be contacted at all times by post  
or email.  Your queries and comments are most welcome.

By post: 

Ms. Rita Mansfield

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme Communications Coordinator 
Mott MacDonald Ireland Ltd., 5 Eastgate Avenue, Little Island, Co. Cork
 
By e-mail:

rita.mansfield@mottmac.com

Visit our website: 

www.southgalwayfrs.ie
Your input and local knowledge is important to ensure the 
development of an informed and publicly acceptable scheme.



What stage are we at?

This is the first stage of scheme development: The Feasibility Stage. The intention 
of the Feasibility Stage is to identify the preferred measures which, together, 
will form the flood relief scheme. The first task in the Feasibility Stage is the 
Constraints Study. The Constraints Study is part of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment for the scheme and identifies the key environmental concerns in a 
study area which may be affected by potential flood management measures, and 
which could therefore constrain the scheme design.  

Potential Flood Management Measures
•	 No Measures
•	 Non-structural measures (e.g. flood early warning 

system or individual property protection)
•	 Relocation of properties and/or infrastructure
•	 Reconstruction of properties and/or infrastructure to a 

higher level
•	 Flow diversion (e.g. controlled overland flow channel)
•	 Flow reduction (e.g. upstream catchment management 

or flood storage)
•	 Optimisation of Flood Plain Storage
•	 Flood containment through construction of flood 

defences
•	 Increased conveyance of existing channel (e.g. Gort 

River or established overland flow paths)
•	 Increased conveyance of existing culverts, and bridges 

along overland flow paths
•	 Improvements in drainage efficiency of underground 

karst conduits
•	 Development Management Planning
•	 Maintenance of karst features and rivers

Galway County Council intend to progress a flood relief 
scheme to alleviate flooding which has impacted the 
Gort Lowlands area. The purpose of the South Galway 
(Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme is to identify the 
most appropriate measures to alleviate flooding in the 
Gort Lowlands.  Mott MacDonald has been appointed 
by Galway County Council to carry out an Environmental 
Assessment of the proposed South Galway (Gort 
Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme. 

How can I help?

This is the first public consultation and its 
objective is to seek initial views from the 
public in relation to the key issues that the 
study should address, and highlight points 
of local importance that may constrain 
the design of potential flood alleviation 
measures.

Galway County Council wishes to give full 
consideration to all public opinions and 
information available during the Feasibility 
Stage. Information will be gathered through a 
questionnaire.  

This may be completed on the day of the 
public consultation or alternatively returned 
to the Study Team before Friday 12th 
May 2018 by post (using the stamped and 
addressed envelope provided) or email -  
(rita.mansfield@mottmac.com).

This is your opportunity to take part at 
the early stages of the planning of the 
South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood 
Relief Scheme.  

Your opinion is important and will be 
greatly appreciated.


