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South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Our Reference
229100098

16 April 2018
Dear Sir / Madam,

5 Eastgate Avenue
Eastgate
Little Island
Co Cork T45 EE72
Ireland
T +353 (0)21 480 9800
mottmac.com

Mott MacDonald have been appointed by Galway County Council (Agents of the
Office of Public Works) to carry out an Environmental Impact Assessment of the
proposed South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme.
The first stage of this work is to prepare a Constraints Study to identify the key
environmental issues in the study area which may be impacted upon by possible
flood alleviation measures and/or which may impose constraints on the viability
and/or design of these measures.
It is not possible at this stage of scheme development to say exactly what flood
alleviation measures will be proposed as part of the Flood Relief Scheme, however
the range of flood measures typically considered are set out in Appendix 1 to this
letter for your information.
The Study Area for the scheme is shown in red on the enclosed map.
We welcome your comments in relation to the Study Area and particularly in relation
to any relevant environmental issues that may be impacted upon by a potential
Flood Relief Scheme. Your comments may be returned to the undersigned.
We would appreciate that you would forward this documentation to the most
appropriate person within your organisation, if it has been issued to you in error.

Yours Sincerely,

Directors: C O’Donovan BE MBA
CEng MIET (Managing), J T Murphy
BE HDipMM CEng FIEI CMCILT
(Deputy Managing), D Herlihy BE
MSc CEng, K Howells BSc MBA
CEng MICE MCIWEM (British), F
McGivern BSc DipEnvEng CEng
MIEI
Innealtoirí Comhairleach (Consulting
Engineers)
Company Secretary: Ian Kilty BA
(Hons) ACA
Registered in Ireland no. 53280. Mott
MacDonald Ireland Limited is a
member of the Mott MacDonald
Group

Rita Mansfield
T 021 4809800
rita.mansfield@mottmac.com

Potential Flood Risk Management Measures

❖ No Measures
❖ Non-structural measures (e.g. flood early warning system or individual property
protection)
❖ Relocation of properties and/or infrastructure
❖ Reconstruction of properties and/or infrastructure to a higher level
❖ Flow diversion (e.g. controlled overland flow channel)
❖ Flow reduction (e.g. upstream catchment management or flood storage)
❖ Optimisation of Flood Plain Storage
❖ Flood containment through construction of flood defences
❖ Increased conveyance of existing channel (e.g. Gort River or established overland flow
paths)
❖ Increased conveyance of existing culverts, and bridges along overland flow paths
❖ Improvements in drainage efficiency of underground karst conduits
❖ Development Management Planning
❖ Maintenance of karst features and rivers
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South Galway – Gort Lowlands
Flood Relief Scheme
Public Consultation Day
Thursday 3rd May 2018
3:00pm to 9:00pm
Sullivan’s Royal Hotel, The Square, Gort, Co. Galway

Your input and local knowledge is important to ensure the development of an
informed publicly acceptable scheme.
Visit our website: www.southgalwayfrs.ie

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Public Consultation on Key Environmental Concerns and Potential Flood Alleviation
Measures
Galway County Council wishes to invite all interested parties to a Public Consultation Day in
Sullivan’s Royal Hotel, The Square, Gort, Co. Galway on Thursday 03rd May 2018 between
3:00pm and 9:00pm. The purpose of this Public Consultation Day is to seek initial views from
the public in relation to the key issues that should be addressed as part of the South Galway
(Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme, and to highlight points of local importance that may
constrain the design of potential flood alleviation measures.
Galway County Council engaged Engineering Consultants Ryan Hanley in December 2017 to
progress the scheme. Environmental Consultant Mott MacDonald was appointed in March
2018 to carry out the Environmental Assessment of the Scheme. The scheme is currently at
Constraints Study stage, which involves the gathering of large amounts of data on the study
area. This is where the input of the public is invaluable.
Known constraints in the study area will be mapped and available for viewing through the
displays at the Public Consultation Day. Members of the study team will be on hand to
explain the maps and answer any queries that members of the public may have on the
study. All comments made and issues raised will be taken account of by the study team in
the preparation of the preferred flood risk management options. You may complete
questionnaires which will be made available on the day (which may be submitted at a later
date) which will assist in the gathering of local knowledge and information.
Further information

For further information on the South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme please
visit our website: http://southgalwayfrs.ie/

What’s next?
All of the feedback submitted before the Friday 12th May 2018 will be considered by Galway County
Council for the Feasibility Stage of the South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme. This will
inform the development of the Preferred Flood Risk Management Option for the Gort Lowlands. The next
stages of the Environmental Impact Assessment and Scheme Design are as follows:

Stage

Environmental Impact Assessment

Scheme Design

Stage 1:
Feasibility & Preferred Option
Selection

• Constraints Study (this stage)
• Screening for Appropriate
Assessment

• Hydrology Study & Hydraulic
Modelling
• Site Investigations
• Flood Risk Assessments
• Flood Risk Management Options
• Cost Benefit Analysis
• Selection of Preferred Option

Stage 2:
• Environmental Assessment of
Environmental Assessment &
Viable Options
Planning (including Public Exhibition) • Appropriate Assessment
• Environmental Impact Statement

• Subject to the identification of
a cost beneficial and publicly
accepted scheme (Preferred
Option), Ministerial Consent will
be sought to proceed with a
public exhibition of the scheme
(in accordance with the Arterial
Drainage Acts).

Stage 3:
Detailed design, tender process &
award of construction contract

• Construction Contract
• Documents will be prepared
subject to Ministerial Confirmation.

• Environmental Design

South Galway – Gort Lowlands Flood
Relief Scheme
Public Consultation Day
Thursday 3rd May 2018
3:00pm to 9:00pm
Sullivan’s Royal Hotel, The Square, Gort, Co. Galway

Where Can I Get Information / Contact Us?
The Communications Co-Ordinator for the Scheme can be contacted at all times by post
or email. Your queries and comments are most welcome.
By post:
Ms. Rita Mansfield
South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme Communications Coordinator
Mott MacDonald Ireland Ltd., 5 Eastgate Avenue, Little Island, Co. Cork
By e-mail:
rita.mansfield@mottmac.com
Visit our website:
www.southgalwayfrs.ie

Your input and local knowledge is important to ensure the
development of an informed and publicly acceptable scheme.

Galway County Council intend to progress a flood relief
scheme to alleviate flooding which has impacted the
Gort Lowlands area. The purpose of the South Galway
(Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme is to identify the
most appropriate measures to alleviate flooding in the
Gort Lowlands. Mott MacDonald has been appointed
by Galway County Council to carry out an Environmental
Assessment of the proposed South Galway (Gort
Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme.
What stage are we at?
This is the first stage of scheme development: The Feasibility Stage. The intention
of the Feasibility Stage is to identify the preferred measures which, together,
will form the flood relief scheme. The first task in the Feasibility Stage is the
Constraints Study. The Constraints Study is part of the Environmental Impact
Assessment for the scheme and identifies the key environmental concerns in a
study area which may be affected by potential flood management measures, and
which could therefore constrain the scheme design.

How can I help?

Potential Flood Management Measures
• No Measures

This is the first public consultation and its
objective is to seek initial views from the
public in relation to the key issues that the
study should address, and highlight points
of local importance that may constrain
the design of potential flood alleviation
measures.
Galway County Council wishes to give full
consideration to all public opinions and
information available during the Feasibility
Stage. Information will be gathered through a
questionnaire.
This may be completed on the day of the
public consultation or alternatively returned
to the Study Team before Friday 12th
May 2018 by post (using the stamped and
addressed envelope provided) or email (rita.mansfield@mottmac.com).

• Non-structural measures (e.g. flood early warning
system or individual property protection)
• Relocation of properties and/or infrastructure
• Reconstruction of properties and/or infrastructure to a
higher level
• Flow diversion (e.g. controlled overland flow channel)
• Flow reduction (e.g. upstream catchment management
or flood storage)
• Optimisation of Flood Plain Storage
• Flood containment through construction of flood
defences

This is your opportunity to take part at
the early stages of the planning of the
South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood
Relief Scheme.
Your opinion is important and will be
greatly appreciated.

• Increased conveyance of existing channel (e.g. Gort
River or established overland flow paths)
• Increased conveyance of existing culverts, and bridges
along overland flow paths
• Improvements in drainage efficiency of underground
karst conduits
• Development Management Planning
• Maintenance of karst features and rivers

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Constraints Study
A Constraints Study is currently being undertaken by Mott MacDonald (the project Environmental Consultants).
The purpose of the Constraints Study is to determine and document the constraints that may inform the
selection and design of the proposed Flood Relief Scheme.

Key Constraints
A range of constraints are being considered under the
following categories:
•

Biodiversity (Flora and Fauna)

•

Cultural Heritage / Archaeology

•

Water Resources

•

Landscape and Visual Amenity

•

Landuse and Tourism/Recreation

•

Flood Related Socio-Economic and Social Issues

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Constraints Mapping
Key Archaeological / Cultural Heritage
Constraints:
•

NIAH (ca.160)

•

National Monuments (ca. 940)

•

Protected Structures (ca. 120)

•

Architectural Conservation

•

Zone of Archaeological Potential

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Constraints Mapping
Key Biodiversity Constraints:
•

European Sites

•

Natural heritage Areas

•

Shellfish Areas

•

RAMSAR Sites

•

Nature Reserve

•

Other Features of Ecological Interest
e.g. Lesser Horseshoe Bat

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Constraints Mapping
Key Landuse Constraints:
•

Agriculture

•

Aquaculture

•

Forestry

•

Peat Extraction

•

Renewable Energy (Wind)

•

Urban Use

Key Tourism Constraints:
•

Bathing Waters

•

Historic Gardens

•

Fishing Spots

•

Walking / Hiking

•

Cultural Visits

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Constraints Mapping
Key Water Related Constraints:
•

Water Framework Directive

•

Groundwater Dependent
Terrestrial Ecosystems

•

Blue Flag Areas

•

Fisheries (coastal and freshwater)

			

–  Water Quality

			

–  Hydromorphology

			

–  Flood Regime

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Constraints Mapping
Key Landscape Constraints:
•

Landscape Character Areas

•

Scenic Amenity, Views and Prospects

•

Scenic Routes

•

Unique landscape features

•

Hedgerows and stone walls

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Consultation will be undertaken
throughout the process to ensure
that the views of the public and other
stakeholders are taken into account.

Members of the Project Team are here
today to answer any questions you have,
or take note of any relevant information.
The Project Team includes a Design
Team (Galway County Council, the OPW
and Ryan Hanley) in addition to the
Environmental Team. (Mott MacDonald).

A questionnaire is available for you
to complete and return with your own
comments.

Public Consultation
Your input will assist us in:
•

Gathering information about Environmental
Constraints

•

Ensuring local knowledge is used to inform the
Scheme Design

•

Understanding your concerns

Public Consultation will:
•

Provide you with information about the aims of the
Scheme

•

Provide you with an opportunity to comment at an
early stage and throughout the scheme development

•

Set the scene in terms of the Statutory Process
required in developing and delivering a Scheme

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Constraints Study
The South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme is currently at the Feasibility Stage, which is aimed
at identifying the preferred flood relief measures to reduce flooding of the Gort Lowlands.
The first task in the Feasibility Stage is the Constraints
Study. The Constraints Study is part of the Environmental
Impact Assessment for the scheme and identifies the
key environmental concerns in a study area which may
be affected by potential flood management measures,
and which could therefore constrain the scheme design.
A broad study area has been identified at the initial
stages of the project which includes the upland area of
the Slieve Aughty Mountains, the Gort Lowlands Area,
and Kinvara Bay

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
The South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme will be identified following the assessment of the
technical viability, economic benefit, and environmental effects of the potential flood management measures
for the area.

Potential Flood Management Measures
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

No Measures
Non-structural measures (e.g. flood early warning system or individual property protection)
Relocation of properties and/or infrastructure
Reconstruction of properties and/or infrastructure to a higher level
Flow diversion (e.g. controlled overland flow channel)
Flow reduction (e.g. upstream catchment management or flood storage)
Optimisation of Flood Plain Storage
Flood containment through construction of flood defences
Increased conveyance of existing channel (e.g. Gort River or established overland flow paths)
Increased conveyance of existing culverts, and bridges along overland flow paths
Improvements in drainage efficiency of underground karst conduits
Development Management Planning
Maintenance of karst features and rivers

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
The Public Exhibition Process
Following the identification of a cost beneficial and publicly/environmentally acceptable scheme,
the South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme will be subjected to Public Exhibition.
•

Public Exhibition is a Statutory Process under the Arterial Drainage Act (held over a four-week
period).

•

The scheme and associated Environmental Impact Assessment will be placed on public
display.

•

All written observations to Galway County Council will be considered and documented in
an Exhibition Report, which will be issued to Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform
(responsible for formal approval of the Scheme).  

•

Public Exhibition includes for up to four days of public consultation whereby representatives of
the Project Team will attend to address queries from the public.

South Galway (Gort Lowlands) Flood Relief Scheme
Feasibility Assessment: Constraints Study
Public Consultation Day – 03rd May 2018
QUESTIONNAIRE
Please complete the following questionnaire and return to a member of the Study Team. Alternatively,
completed questionnaires can be sent by post to Mott MacDonald at 5 Eastgate Avenue, Eastgate, Little Island,
Co. Cork or by email to rita.mansfield@mottmac.com by Friday

Q1. Name (Optional):
Address:
Phone (Optional):
Email (Optional):

12th May.

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Q2. Do you own, rent or occupy a property within the study area:
Address (if different from above)

Yes

No

_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Q3. What type of property:
Residential Property

Commercial Property

Other (please specify below)

__________________________________________________________________________________
Q4. Has this property flooded previously?
If so, how frequently has flooding occurred?

Yes

No

__________________________________________________________________________________
What was the maximum depth of flooding?
__________________________________________________________________________________
What was the duration of flooding?
__________________________________________________________________________________

Q5. What, to your knowledge was the source of the flooding?
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Q6. Do you have a photo or video of the flooding?

Yes

No

Q7. If yes, may Galway County Council use the images?

Yes

No

Q8. Did you / will you take measures to protect your property
Yes
No
against flooding?
Please describe:
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Q9. Please rank, in order of preference, the below flood refence works:
(1 – Most favourable / 10 = Least favourable)
Option
Do nothing
Non-structural measures (e.g. flood early warning system
or individual property protection)
Relocation of properties and/or infrastructure
Flow diversion (e.g. controlled overland flow channel)
Flow reduction (e.g. upstream catchment management
or flood storage)
Optimisation of Flood Plain Storage
Flood containment through construction of flood
defences
Increased conveyance of existing channel (e.g. Gort River
or established overland flow paths)
Increased conveyance of existing culverts, and bridges
along overland flow paths
Improvements in drainage efficiency of underground
karst conduits and maintenance of karst features and
rivers

Rank

Q10. Do you have any comments on the above Options?
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Q11. Please indicate how important you feel the following objectives should be, when considering a
Flood Relief Scheme for Gort.
Ref

Objective

A

Risk to local economy

B

Risk to transport infrastructure

C

Risk to utility infrastructure

D

Risk to agriculture / forestry

E

Risk to human health and life of residents

F

Risk to high vulnerability properties

G

Risk to social infrastructure

H

Risk to local employment

I

Risk to flood-sensitive social amenity sites

J

Risk to water-bodies

K

Risk to environment

L

Risk to protected sites and habitats

Not
Important

Slightly
Important

Important

Fairly
Important

Very
Important

M

Risk to protected and endangered species

N

Risk to fisheries habitat / shellfish areas

O

Risk to visual amenity and views of the river

P

Risk to architectural features

Q

Risk to archaeology

R

Risk of soil erosion

S

Risk to impacts of climate change

If you have any further comments in relation to the Gort Flood Relief Scheme Please
Provide then here:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Privacy and Confidentiality
Galway County Council and the OPW undertakes to hold any information provided to it by individuals or others
on a confidential basis, subject to Galway County Council’s and the OPW’s obligations under law, including the
Freedom of Information Act. If, for any reason, it is intended that information provided to Galway County
Council / OPW should not be disclosed due to the sensitive nature of such information, it is incumbent on the
person or body supplying the information to make clear this wish and to specify the reasons for the information’s
sensitivity. Galway County Council / OPW will consult with any individual or body so supplying sensitive
information before making a decision on any freedom of information request received.
Thank You for Your Co-operation

